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Archbishop Walsh Academy and Southern Tier Catholic School are open for the 202021 school year. The first day of school was Tuesday, September 8! Our school’s size
lends itself well to social distancing protocols, and therefore we are able to open our
doors to Montessori - 12th grade students for in-person learning five days a week.
Enrollment for the new 2020-21 school year has gone extremely well, and classroom seats
are at a premium. We gave preference to families whose children were enrolled at Archbishop
Walsh and Southern Tier Catholic School during the 2019-20 school year and are returning to
STCS/Walsh for the 2020-21 school year. Then, upon meeting admissions standards, many new
students were admitted on a first come basis.
Also, this year we will have three new exciting academic opportunities for our high school
students.
The first academic opportunity is an agreement with Hilbert College through their Dual
Enrollment Program. “Dual enrollment” means that the students will earn credit towards their
high school diploma in addition to Hilbert College course credit that can be used towards a
Hilbert College degree or transferred to any college or university degree program accepting
Hilbert credit. This program will be offered to junior and senior students enrolled in IB courses
and provides our students with the opportunity to earn Hilbert credit through courses offered right
at their high school, for a significantly lower cost.
The second academic opportunity is a similar program, “College Connections,” through
Jamestown Community College and is free or low cost for Walsh students. This program allows
students to earn concurrent high school and college credit by completing JCC courses taught
in the high schools by highly qualified, JCC-trained and supported teachers. Students who
successfully complete College Connections courses earn SUNY JCC credit, which is verified by
an official transcript.
The exciting thing about both of these programs is that our students do not need to take any
additional classes beyond their IB studies; satisfactory completion of their IB coursework
satisfies the requirements for college credit at both institutions. Notably, we are able to offer
these programs because of our stellar faculty. After review and selection processes from both

colleges, our teachers were deemed qualified
to bring these programs to Walsh. Details
regarding specific courses and fees will be
coming soon.
The third academic opportunity is that
seniors attending Walsh will have the
opportunity to participate in the New
Visions Health Professions program from
Cattaraugus-Allegany BOCES. This is an
elective program for high school seniors who
plan to attend college and major in a healthrelated field. The New Visions program
explores opportunities in health professions.
Students learn the theory component on the
following: anatomy and physiology, health
occupations, medical terminology, as well as
select diseases, participation in government,
economics, and English composition.
Students in the New Visions program
observe health care professionals in Olean
General Hospital or Jones Memorial
Hospital and in the Olean or Allegany
County community setting. Students rotate
through almost all departments at Olean
Continued on Page 4....

ACADEMICS

From The Spiritual Director
By Mary Lou Plesac

Father David Tourville at First All School Mass.

As was most everything else, activities from the Spiritual Life
department were affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. Unfortunately,
the annual spring day retreat at Mt. Irenaeus for grades 8 -11 wasn’t
able to be held, as well as the senior Baccalaureate, eighth grade, and
alumnae reunion Masses. Due to the cancellation of the BasilicaFest, our students weren’t able to perform their voluntary services at
the children’s games as has become tradition. On a positive note, in
early March, a group of Walsh and STCS students along with myself
were able to volunteer to help with the annual HomeCare & Hospice
Bouquet fundraiser.
As we begin our new school year, as an alternative to weekly Masses
with groups gathering in the school chapel or gymnasium, we will
be having area priests celebrate Mass in the school chapel to be livestreamed on the school’s Facebook page to all of the homerooms. Fr.
David Tourville presided at our school opening Mass on Tuesday,
September 15. Another traditional activity that will be held this fall
with social distancing will be the See You At The Pole prayer service
for high school students on the morning of September 23. Other
traditional fall spiritual activities will be determined on a case-by-case
basis. Stay tuned and keep praying!
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Students watching livestream Mass.

AHERA: (Asbestos
Hazard Emergency
Response Act)
According to AHERA regulations, we are
required to have an asbestos plan in place.
If any parent or employee wishes to see this
plan, a request can be made to the school
office where the plan is on file.

This year Archbishop Walsh Academy graduated another distinguished
group of seniors in a socially distanced outdoor ceremony. The rain
held off as the handful of graduates of Archbishop Walsh Academy had
one final time to gather and say goodbye during the June 4 ceremony at
the school.
Thomas Manko, principal and school president, was the master of
ceremonies and asked those who exited their vehicles to watch the
event to wear masks and maintain social distancing. The event included
music and other amenities to add to the celebration.
“That we can do this outside just makes all the difference,” Manko said
before the ceremony. “Our size works to our advantage … and it’s nice
that the students are able to be with their friends one more time.”
During his address to the graduates, Manko said the graduates have
done well this year, especially during the past three months when the
campus was closed and students participated in distance learning due to
the COVID-19 pandemic.

“You were persistent, class, you never gave up,” Manko said. “You
tried different ways to learn and problem-solve, especially over the
past three months.”
During his valedictorian address, Marcus Esposito told his fellow
graduates that whether they “have a good day or not, the choice is
yours.”
“Life is not about holding the grains of sand in your hand, which is an
impossible task, but enjoying the feel of each grain as it sifts through
your fingers,” he advised. “Every day, every grain is another gift to be
enjoyed.”
We are proud of this year’s graduating class and are happy to now call
them alumni!
Southern Tier Catholic School was also able to graduate the 8th grade
class on June 18 as well as the Kindergarten class on June 19 in similar
outdoor ceremonies.

Senior class of 2020

8th grade graduation ceremony.

Valedictorian Marcus Esposito hugs his parents.

Kyra Balcerzak receives her diploma.

2020 Baccalaureate ceremony.

Claire Neeson with her parents Lynn and John Neeson.

Faculty Band

Lucy Lasher receives her diploma.
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2020 Baccalaureate Graduation Ceremony

MESSAGE

President’s Message Continued...
General Hospital or Jones Memorial Hospital and many doctor
offices throughout Olean or Allegany County. A goal of the program
is to expose students to as many health careers as possible.
Upon successful completion of the program, students receive
two credits in Health Occupation Education, one-half credit in
Participation in Government, one-half credit in Economics, eight
college credits for Human Anatomy and Physiology I & II, three
college credits for Medical Terminology, and three college credits
for English Composition II from Jamestown Community College.
We are excited to have such a strong start to the new school year and
will be able to continue the Walsh tradition of an excellent education
for our students.
Please be safe and remember:
“Once an Eagle, Always an Eagle!”

STCS/Walsh students arrive at school on opening day.

Pax et Bonum,
Thomas J. Manko
School President and Principal
thomas.manko@walshstcs.org

2020 Fall Auction & Raffle!
On the evening of October 24, on a Facebook Live show, we will
highlight some of the major items available as well as draw the
$15,000 raffle winner. Everyone who purchases a ticket will receive
a link to the online auction as well as be entered into the raffle
drawing. Please note that tickets are strictly limited, and only 900
will be printed. This is far fewer than the number of tickets for our
St. Patrick’s Day Raffle--which means the odds of winning the grand
prize are significantly better than any raffle in the history of STCS/
Walsh.
Don’t miss out on a chance to get great bargains on auction items
as well as a chance to win $15,000! Tickets are on sale now and can
be purchased by calling the school at (716) 372-8122 or visiting the
school website at www.stcswalsh.org.
Southern Tier Catholic School and Archbishop Walsh Academy are
excited to announce our Fall Auction & Raffle Fundraiser to be held
Saturday, October 24, 2020. Due to the ongoing restrictions on large
gatherings because of the COVID-19 pandemic, STCS/Walsh has
decided to reformat our Fall Gala Auction fundraiser.
This year’s event will have an online auction as well as a raffle
with a chance to win $15,000! In the days leading up to the October
24 event, ticket holders will have a chance to bid on unique and
exciting items from the comfort of their own home. This will give our
supporters more time to consider their bids and give far more people a
chance to bid on the items in which they are interested.
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For more information please contact Joe Sempolinski, Director
of Development by phone at (716) 372-8122 or email at joe.
sempolinski@walshstcs.org.

GREEN & WHITE

Get in the Know with Walsh
Athletics
By: Eric DiMartino, Director of Athletics

Just like all other school districts, we at Walsh have been wondering
what is going to happen with sports this upcoming year due to
COVID-19. Start dates and schedules have been totally different,
starting with the Fall. The soccer season start date moved from
August 24 to September 21. Volleyball has been postponed to March
1. But we believe all of our student-athletes will be ready to compete
while staying safe when the time comes. We have some very strong
leadership coming this year in all sports as our senior class has many
athletes. Soccer looks to rebound from this past year and continue to
work hard and take the top spot in the IAC League. Volleyball has a
veteran, well-rounded and knowledgeable coach who works to bring
the best out of our girls. Our senior class will represent our school and
programs well.
Our 2020 IAC Championship boys basketball team, coached by the
respected Andy Moore, looks to repeat again this year with bringing
back four out of five starters. Coach Moore has been providing our
athletes with many at-home workouts during quarantine to keep the
players sharp and ready to pick up where they left off. They ended the
season 15-6. The girls basketball team, coached by Matthew Kichman,
will return all of their starters and seek out revenge for their IAC
championship loss last year in the finals. Coach Kichman has had the
girls masked up and playing two on two and getting some shots up in
the Walsh parking lot this summer for some workout sessions. The
girls had an up and down year last year, but still managed to make the
finals. The girls will look to bring the IAC Championship back home
next season from when they regained the title back in 2014! We also
congratulate Xavier Laverty, Noella Policastro, and Keely Policastro
for all making the First Team IAC League this past year! Go Eagles!!

Noella Policastro jump shot.

Remember: “Once an Eagle, Always an Eagle”

Xavier Laverty jump shot.

Keely Policastro takes her shot
Soccer season 2019
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THE AERIE

Alumni Spotlight
We would like to continue to spotlight our alumni, but we need your help
to gather information! We are proud to announce a new Alumni Spotlight
questionnaire on our website.
We love learning about our alumni, and now there is an easier way to
connect! We will feature Alumni Spotlights in Walsh World publications
and can also now start featuring alumni on our social media outlets. Just
fill out the questions; there is no specific word limit for each, but please
try to be relatively concise.
The Alumni Spotlight questionnaire can be found on the school’s website
at www.stcswalsh.org under the Alumni tab.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Jessica Policastro,
Director of Alumni Relations, at jessica.policastro@walshstcs.org.

Archbishop Walsh Military Wall of Honor
The Archbishop Walsh Military Wall of Honor now holds the names
of 79 alumni who have served their country. During the Veterans
Day dedication, held on November 12, 2019, the following names
were added:
Wayne Bigelow ’67
Timothy Consedine ’92
Jacob Dlugosz ’91
Gerald Fadlalla ’61
Raymond Haley ’62
Daniel Keenan ’93
Rodney McNeil ’75
John Orsini ’64

Richard Orsini ’65
Joseph Quigley ’65
Thomas Victor ’63
We would like to continue to add names to the wall and are looking
for information. If you know of someone who should be added, please
contact Jessica Policastro, Director of Alumni Relations, at jessica.
policastro@walshstcs.org or visit our website www.stcswalsh.org to fill
out a Wall of Honor Submission Form.
We are planning to host another dedication ceremony to add more
names on November 10, 2020. Details of this event as well as the names
currently on the wall can be found on the school website.

Archbishop Walsh Military Wall of Honor
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Sadly, this summer we were not able to hold the 52nd All-Alumni
Reunion due to COVID-19. The plan was to combine the Funda
Nos In Pace Recognition Dinner honoring Father Gregory Dobson
and Father Barry Allaire with the reunion, but as the event drew
closer, we opted to prioritize the safety of our alumni and community
members and postpone these events.
Without the presence of our alumni, the
school has been quiet this summer, but it
has also given us the opportunity to prepare
the building for the students who started
in-person classes on September 8.
With this summer’s unfortunate situation, the
reunion and the Funda Nos In Pace dinner
have been postponed until next year. We
are already starting plans for both events in
2021. The Funda Nos In Pace dinner will
be held May 15, 2021, and will honor Father
Greg and Father Barry. The All-Alumni
Reunion will be held August 7, 2021, with the
Alumni and Friends Golf Tournament kicking
off the day, and the Walsh Military Wall of

Honor Induction Ceremony leading into
the dinner and dancing portion of the
evening.
The alumni office would like to take this
opportunity to thank all our alumni for
their patience and understanding during
this tough and confusing time. You have
stood behind Walsh, and we would not
be able to be such a great school today
without the support of our alumni.
Watch your mailbox and our website for
more information about next year’s 52nd
All-Alumni Reunion & Golf Tournament,
slated for August 7, 2021.

Reunion 2019

Dr. John J.
Watson ’84
Memorial Lockers
Since the locker dedication was
created in June 2016, eight lockers
have been dedicated to alumni who
have passed away.

Lockers have been dedicated to Dave Ash ’68,
Bill Smith ’68, Rob Ruby ’68, Paul Stevenson
’70, Vince Bassanelli ’71, and Gary Filjones ’68.
The latest two lockers to have been dedicated
were for Gerard Fedell ’68 and Cherlynne Smith
’67. Gerard’s plate reads, “In memory of Gerard
Fedell ’68, the man with the golden voice, from
his buddies.” Cherlynne’s reads, “In memory
of Cherlynne Smith ’67, our most loved and
revered Aunt ‘Cher,’ from the Fogarty Family
Christopher, Tara, Sean, and Matt.”
Those wishing to dedicate a locker should
contact Jessica Policastro, Director of Alumni
Relations, by email at jessica.policastro@
walshstcs.org or phone, 716-372-8122 for
details.

Reunion 2018

Reunion 2017
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ALUMNI UPDATES

52nd All-Alumni Reunion

208 North 24th Street
Olean, NY 14760
Address Service Requested

Alumni Homecoming Game in February!
This year, we are planning to celebrate the Archbishop Walsh Academy homecoming basketball game
Saturday, February 6, 2021, at 12 p.m. The Walsh varsity boys’ and girls’ basketball teams will play
that day. Alumni will receive free admission to both games. After the boys’ varsity game, alumni will
compete head-to-head in their own Alumni vs. Alumni basketball game.
Invitations with details will be mailed December 2020. We hope you will join us as we cheer on our
Walsh Eagles and alumni!
		
For up-to-date information, you can also check our website at www.stcswalsh.org
			under the Alumni tab.

Follow Us:

Archbishop Walsh Academy

@walsheagles
@walshsports

@walshspirit

